


About The Company
 

are an award-winning family theatre company specialising in puppetry, 
movement and storytelling, with an aim to educate and inspire. 
  
Ditto Theatre Company was established in September 2016, shortly after its members 
graduated from East 15 Acting School’s BA Physical Theatre course. Upon graduating the 
company received the 2016 East 15 Graduate Award. With their debut show, ‘Ingo’s 
War’, Ditto were finalists for the 2017 Les Enfants Terribles Award and following on from 
their run at Brighton Fringe, became winners of the 2017 Reviews Hub: Beyond the 
Fringe Award. Following on from their success at Brighton Fringe, ‘Ingo’s War’ was 
nominated for an Eddies Award during its run at Edinburgh Fringe 2017.  
 
Since then, the company have toured their work both nationally and internationally at 
venues and festivals such as the egg, Theatre Royal Bath; Nonsuch Studios; The Garage; 
The Quarry Theatre at St Luke's; Greenwich Theatre; Lyric Hammersmith; the 2018 
Xintiandi Festival in Shanghai and Shanghai Grand Theatre, performing as part of the 
2018 Shanghai International Mime Showcase. 
 
In 2018, Ditto were commissioned by the National Theatre of Scotland to develop 'Rocket 
Girl' as part of their Exchange programme. Since then, the show has been shortlisted for 
the 2019 Untapped award in association with New Diorama and Underbelly and 
received critical acclaim at Edinburgh Fringe in 2019. 
 
Ditto have previously worked alongside Tangled Feet as part of their year-long 
mentoring scheme for young and emerging theatre ensembles. The company were 
recipients of Farnham Maltings’ 2019 No Strings Attached grant to develop their latest 
show, 'The Unexpected Adventures of Darwin the Chimp', whilst also receiving mentoring 
and support from the venue. The company has also recently become recipients of In 
Good Company's Artist Support Fund, to develop the show further for touring this Easter 
2020.  
  
Ditto also tour their shows in both schools and community settings as well as leading 
workshops in Puppetry and Devising for both children and adults alike.   



About The Show

“In a small cage, behind narrow bars, lived Darwin - a fitting name for a 
chimp don't you think? Darwin was trapped in a life with no freedom and 
wanted something more. Every day he was gawped at, poked and 
taunted. And if that wasn’t enough, he was completely alone. Darwin 
always wondered what life was like beyond the four walls of the zoo. 
 
When a postcard is dropped in front of Darwin’s cage, everything 
changes. Reaching through the bars, he picks it up and sees himself. Not 
actually himself, but others just like him. Except they were in a different 
place, a place that was green and fruitful. They were together and happy. 
Like the chimpanzees in the photo, Darwin wished he could swing 
amongst the highest of trees and eat the freshest fruit. But most of all, he 
longed for a family and somewhere to belong. 

  
One day, Darwin has the chance to leave the zoo behind him and enter 
the big wide world. On his journey to the place on the postcard, he 
encounters an array of characters that teach him the true value of 
friendship. However, Darwin also comes face to face with someone who 
has a very different idea of where his home should be…”



Summary
Our story begins in Victorian London, England. Queen Victoria has ascended the throne, Great Britain is 
colonising the world and Charles Darwin has published his book The Origins of Species. And at London 
Zoo, there lives a chimp called Darwin - named after the great Charles Darwin of course! For as long as 
he could remember he had known 
nothing but the four walls of his cage 
and always wondered what life was 
like beyond London Zoo… 

One very windy day at the zoo, a 
postcard falls into Darwin’s cage. He 
picks it up and on the front is a picture 
of a family of chimpanzees, happily 
swinging from tree to tree, in what 
looks like a lush, green jungle. Darwin 
soon realises that there are others out 
there just like him, somewhere far, far 
away from the zoo. He only wishes he 
could be with them swinging amongst 
the highest of trees, completely free.  

A grumpy old caretaker notices Darwin clutching the postcard and takes a look at it for himself. He notes 
that the picture on the postcard is of the Congo in West Africa and that the chimpanzees must be 
Darwin’s family. Darwin had never heard the word ‘family’ before. But whatever it meant, he knew he 
had to get out of the zoo, get to the place on the postcard and find his family. It was now or never… 

The next morning the grumpy old caretaker comes to clean out Darwin’s cage and when a kerfuffle 
breaks out at the zoo that results in the caretaker leaving Darwin’s cage open, he seizes his chance and 
runs. A chasing scene across London ensues between Darwin and the caretaker, before Darwin jumps 
into the Thames and finds refuge in a floating crate. 

The crate is soon loaded onto a ship and Darwin suddenly finds himself below decks, feeling very seasick 
indeed! He hears a gunshot from above deck and 
is instantly unnerved by this recognisable sound - 
it made Darwin feel very uneasy, but he couldn’t 
remember why.   

The ship arrives at port and the crate (with 
Darwin hiding inside), is loaded onto a horse and 
cart that is heading straight for Paris. Once he 
arrives in the french capital, Darwin is mesmerised 
by a local street performer named Monsieur 
Pierre and his travelling menagerie. Monsieur 
Pierre discovers Darwin hiding away in a corner 
and is instantly intrigued by him. Darwin offers 
Monsieur Pierre the postcard to look at and 
noting the picture is of the Congo, Monsieur 
Pierre tells Darwin that he and his travelling circus 
will be going there, if Darwin would like to join 
them. Excited at the prospect of finding his home 
and family, Darwin agrees, before Monsieur 
Pierre reveals him to be trapped in a cage and 
forced to perform in the circus forever. 



After a long journey, the travelling menagerie pitch up in a field somewhere, with Darwin still imprisoned 
in his tiny cage, amongst other performing animals. He hears a gunshot sound once more and still cannot 
remember where he has heard this noise before. Darwin is then forced to entertain a paying audience at 
the circus, however when he does not respond to Monsieur Pierre’s demand to do something, he begins 
to beat Darwin. Darwin soon responds to this and an amusing chase sequence breaks out between 
Darwin and Monsieur Pierre, with Darwin making a fool out of Monsieur Pierre. The audience roar with 
laughter and begin clapping, however Monsieur Pierre is not amused and scolds Darwin before locking 
him back in his cage. 

A small, scruffy boy named Sam appears and praises Darwin for his bravery. Darwin soon discovers that 
Sam is an orphan from London and works for Monsieur Pierre, cleaning out the cages of the animals. Sam 
also learns of Darwin’s quest to find the place on the postcard and to be with his family. It’s not long 
before the two become great friends and life on the road with the travelling menagerie seems almost 
bearable for awhile. 

The menagerie arrives in the portugese capital of Lisbon and Darwin once again finds himself locked in a 
cage, whilst passerbys poke and gawp at him. One lady is particularly enchanted by Darwin, until an 
arrogant Captain sets his sights on the young lady and tries to woo her. He tells the lady that he is the 
Captain of a great ship called the Cavalier, which is setting sail to Africa that evening, if she wanted to 
board with him. She politely declines and walks away.  

Overhearing the conversation with the Captain and the young lady, Sam and Darwin escape from the 
circus and stow away on the Cavalier, in an attempt to find Darwin’s home and family. Once again when 
they are on board the ship, Darwin hears a loud gunshot coming from above deck and it sends shivers 
down his spine. Sam comforts Darwin and entertains him for the long journey ahead of them to West 
Africa. 

When they arrive in the Congo, an emotional goodbye takes place between Sam and Darwin, before 
Sam departs. Darwin is finally free and explores the jungle and all its wonders. He stumbles upon a tree 
in which Darwin recognises from long ago and suddenly a memory comes flooding back… 



He remembers playing around this tree, accompanied by his mother and father. Suddenly a poacher 
appears and begins chasing the family. Unfortunately his mother and father aren’t fast enough and 
succumb to the shots made from the Poacher’s rifle. The poacher then takes Darwin away with him back 
to England. Darwin suddenly remembers that's why he recognises the gunshot noises from before. 

Realising that all his family are gone and the dangers the jungle presents, Darwin flees in a panic. Out of 
nowhere he suddenly finds himself in a trap and the Captain from Lisbon appears. The Captain takes 
Darwin back to his lair and reveals that he has been following Darwin ever since he and Sam stowed 
away on the Cavalier. The Captain plans to stuff Darwin and hang him on his wall, alongside all his other 
hunting trophies.  

Whilst the Captain is out of the room, Sam suddenly appears, here to help Darwin escape. The Captain 
re-enters and a fight ensues between the three of them. Darwin manages to defeat the Captain and he 
and Sam lock him up in Darwin’s cage before quickly escaping.  

Darwin realises that Sam is his family and that wherever he is that is where home will always be. 



Questions for fo!w up: 

• Who was Charles Darwin and what was his Theory 
of Evolution about? 

• How did Darwin the Chimp feel living in a small 
cage at London Zoo? 

• After discovering the postcard, what did Darwin set 
out to find? 

• When was the play set? Why do you think this is 
important? 

• What do the words ‘Home’ and ‘Family’ mean to 
you?  

• Why do you think Darwin and Sam connected so 
well?  

• What do you think the message of the whole story 
is? Try and describe what you think it is in one 
sentence.  



Styles of Theatre Used

Storytelling - This is one of the oldest forms of theatre and has been used throughout history. 
Ditto Theatre Company uses storytelling techniques in The Unexpected Adventures of Darwin the 
Chimp. This means that the performers often speak to the audience, telling them what is 
happening or what a character is thinking or feeling. It is used to engage with the audience and 
make them feel as though they are part of the story too, rather than just watching it.  

Exercise idea: Get into small groups and tell the rest of the group the story of what you did 
this morning, using expressive language and big actions.  

Movement - This is a great way to show something without using any words. It’s similar to 
dancing but can be everyday actions rather than particular moves. You can use movement in a 
way that is mirroring real life or make the moves abstract to represent emotions or events.  

Exercise idea: Create a short scene exploring day to day life in Victorian London using only 
movement - no words! Consider using gestures and mime to help communicate how life was 
back then and bring this world to life. 

Puppetry - As you saw from the show, the main character, Darwin, is a two man puppet - this 
refers to the number of puppeteers used to bring Darwin to life. Puppetry is used for many 
reasons. Often it is because they can do things that human actors cannot, such as flying or 
jumping really high, or in the case of Darwin, represent an animal without having to use a real 
chimpanzee! 

If you’d like to learn more about puppets in theatre, you could look up: 
War Horse 
The Lorax 
Gyre & Gimble 
The Lion King



Key Themes 
Home 
A place where someone permanently lives and/or is often associated with feelings of belonging 
and identity. At the beginning of the show we find Darwin living in London Zoo - this is the only 
home he has ever known and yet he doesn’t feel like he belongs here. When he discovers that 
he has a family and is from somewhere far away, he longs to find this place, in the hope that he 
will discover a sense of his own identity and feel part of a community. 

Friendship 
For the majority of Darwin’s life, he has lived alone and has never known what having a friend 
is like. Then he meets Sam, someone who offers him trust, companionship and supports him in 
his pursuit to find his family and home. For the first time, Darwin realises how important friends 
are and that often, they are like family. 

Family 
This is an important theme in The Unexpected Adventures of Darwin the Chimp. Throughout the 
show, Darwin longs to find his family. Yet Darwin soon realises that family doesn’t necessarily 
have to be blood relatives, these can be the people you choose to surround yourself with - 
people that care and love you. By the end of the show he realises that Sam is his family.  

Animal Welfare 
During the 1800s and early 1900s there was a surge in society’s fascination with animals - in 
part due to Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution being published in the mid 1800s. As a result, 
Zoo’s became more and more popular as well as travelling circuses that often exploited animals 
for entertainment purposes. Poaching animals for fun also became fairly popular too. In the 
show, we see Darwin living in a very small cage at London Zoo, then forced to entertain crowds 
in the circus, before being captured by an evil Poacher. Although in today’s society we are far 
more aware of animal cruelty, unfortunately this is still an issue in many countries across the 
world.



Historical Context

Victorian London (1837 - 1901) 
Colonisation 

• Britain expanded its territory throughout the world and became the largest, richest and 
most powerful empire in world history 

• A quarter of the world’s population lived in the British Empire 

• The Empire was vital for trade 

• British ports were full with ships arriving from far and wide carrying the goods that were 
processed and sold, making Britain a wealthy nation 

Technology & Discoveries 

• The telephone, motorcar, typewriter, bicycle and moving film were first invented 

• In 1856 an engineer named Henry Bessemer invented a new method for turning iron into 
steel making it possible to build ships, bridges and other structures on a scale like never 
before 

• In 1859 Charles Darwin published his book The Origin of Species, which included his 
Theory of Evolution by Natural Selection  

Industry 

• Expansion of the railways meant that people could travel faster and further than ever 
before 

• As technology advanced, new machines left lots of people without jobs. Many 
resorted to workhouses, which provided food, medical care and shelter in exchange 
for labour 



• Children were expected to work long hours and for less money than adults. Children 
were favoured because they could fit into tight spaces that adults couldn’t. Many 
children worked in factories, coal mines and as chimney sweeps. 

Arts and Literature 

• Improvements in education meant that more people could enjoy reading. New titles 
such as Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, Treasure Island and The Jungle Book 
became hugely popular. 

• Some of Britain’s best-known poets, thinkers and authors flourished in the Victorian 
era, like poet Elizabeth Browning, playwright Oscar Wilde and authors Emily Brontë 
and Charles Dickens. 

• Victorians entertained themselves by going to the theatre or watching live music. 

Exercise ideas: 
• Create a mood board about Victorian London. 
• Imagine you are someone living in London during this time. Write a letter to a friend in another 

country about your life at the moment. Tell them about the news, what it’s like at work, what the 
fashions are. You can choose to be from any kind of background or class and think about how this 
might affect different aspects of your life.  

Quiz on Victorian Life: 
Quiz  

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/quiz/history/quiz-yourself-on-victorians/


Victorian Britain and Colonialism 
Queen Victoria 

At the beginning of ‘The Unexpected Adventures of Darwin the Chimp’, it’s in England during 
the Victorian era. This gets its name from the monarch at the time, Queen Victoria. Here are 
some facts about her: 

• She was only 18 when she became Queen and reigned for 64 years  

• She is Queen Elizabeth II’s Great-Great Grandmother 

• She was originally from Germany and German was her first language. After this, she 
learnt English, French and Hindustani 

• When she was 21, she married Albert Saxe-
Coburg, a German Prince 

• Victoria had nine children, but only 6 
outlived her 

• After her husband Albert died young (aged 
42), she only wore black for the rest of her 
reign  

• During her reign, Britain became the most 
powerful country in the world with the 
largest Empire that had ever existed! 

The British Empire and Colonialism  

As mentioned previously, during this time, Great 
Britain was the most powerful country in the world. 
This was because they’d colonised lots of other 
countries in the world since 1497. At one point, a 
quarter of all people and land in the world was 
part of this empire.  

The British had decided that they wanted to rule over other countries that already had people 
living there and gain control over their resources, culture and industry. They wanted power, but 
also believed they were doing the right thing by bringing ‘civilisation’ to these countries. 
Throughout history, kings and queens have invaded territories in order to gain strength and 
power. With new colonies, a country can gain land and more resources and therefore become 
stronger and make more money. 



In order to gain this control, there was often violence and force used, meaning lots of native 
people lost their lives or rights trying to protect their own countries. As we look back on history, 
it is important for us to recognise and remember the negative side of Britain having such a 
strong Empire and how many people suffered for the gain of others.  

Countries that were part of the British Empire  

The Empire went through several different phases, but in 1900 when our story takes 
place, these are all of the countries that were ruled by Britain and Queen Victoria. 

Africa: Botswana, Egypt, Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi, Mauritius, Nigeria, 
Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Somaliland (Part of Somalia), South Africa, South Sudan, 
Sudan, Swaziland/eSwatini, Togo, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe 

Europe: Cyprus, Ireland, Malta, United Kingdom 

Asia: Bahrain, Bangladesh, Brunei, India, Kuwait, Malaysia, Maldives, Myanmar, 
Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Singapore, Sri Lanka, United Arab Emirates, Yemen 

Oceania: Australia, Fiji, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu. 

North America: Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Canada, Grenada, 
Jamaica, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines. 

South America: Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago 



Industry  

One of the main reasons for the British Empire expanding so much was due to trading 
companies like the East India Company who had sailed around the world looking for new and 
exciting materials that they could trade for money or other wares. This included things like 
spices, tobacco and exotic crops. Because of these 
companies, there were settlements set up all over the 
world. The British had lots of ships to export all of this 
produce. As a result, they gained a lot of money and 
influence.  

The Dark Side of Colonialism  

Note for Teachers/Group Leaders: Some of 
these topics might be upsetting/challenging for 
some students, especially younger ones. Please 
use your discretion when approaching these subjects.  

It is important for us to reflect on the negative impacts that colonisation brought. There are some 
very serious and sad results of these events that still affect the world today. The main drive of 
colonialism was to gain power and the best way to do that was with money. The more money 
you had, the more influence you could have because it would mean being able to buy property, 
weapons or even people.  

The initial act of settling on foreign ground is problematic straight away. If someone is already 
living there, it would be a huge shock for them to discover somebody else living next to them. 
Especially if that person cannot communicate due to language barriers. Then, as they continue 
to expand, their way of life may drastically differ from the indigenous peoples’, making it 
difficult for the natives to continue living how they previously had done.  

The British settlers would have brought new language and new culture with them. An element of 
this would have been religion. At the time, the main religion of Britain was Christianity so this 
would have been forced on native people who perhaps had their own belief system prior to this. 
There has been great suffering and pain throughout history due to disagreements about religion, 
often with people resorting to violence if the preferred rules are not followed or accepted.  

Also, the physical resources of the land would have been taken advantage of. Things like 
sources of water or materials would need to cater for more people and sometimes to point 
where it wouldn’t be able to provide enough and so are exhausted. 

Possibly the most serious and important part that we need to remember about colonialism is the 
slave trade. Millions of people were taken from their homes and forced to work for nothing all 
over the world. Huge plantations were set up in order to yield large supplies of materials such 
as cotton and slaves were forced to work in terrible conditions for many hours. It was very 
uncommon that they would ever be freed. If they tried to escape, they could be brutally 
punished. This is a big topic to explore, so please ask for further reading from your teacher if 
you would like to know more.  



Exercise Questions 
• Why did the British build an empire in the first place? 

• Can you find out which foods/materials that the East India Company 
traded?  

• Discuss why colonisation could be a bad thing for the people that already 
lived in that area. 

Advanced Exercise Questions 

• Some ex-Empire countries are still part of the British Commonwealth. Can 
you find out which ones they are? 

• Some countries were called different names during being part of the British 
Empire for example, Sri Lanka was known as Ceylon. Can you find some 
more examples? Why do you think they changed their names after 
becoming independent?  

Links for Further Reading/Research: 

Interactive Map of British Empire: 
British Empire Facts | Map Of British Empire 

Horrible Histories: Series 1, Episode 11 includes a section about the British 
Empire: https://videosift.com/history/video/Horrible-Histories-History-of-the-
British-Empire

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/victorian-britain/british-empire/
https://videosift.com/history/video/Horrible-Histories-History-of-the-British-Empire
https://videosift.com/history/video/Horrible-Histories-History-of-the-British-Empire
https://videosift.com/history/video/Horrible-Histories-History-of-the-British-Empire


Charles Darwin and his Theory of Evolution 
by Natural Selection

“Charles Darwin had studied animals all his life! One day, he boarded a ship that took him to 

far away lands, where he studied all the plants and animals that lived there. When he got back 

to England, he studied his collection closely and came up with a new idea about all living 

creatures on earth. He noticed that there were several types of birds, finches I believe, that 

were all very similar except for their beaks. He discovered that each bird’s beak was different 

depending on where they lived and what they ate. So for the birds that ate insects, their beaks 

were long and skinny, whereas the birds that ate fruit had larger, sharper beaks. Charles 

Darwin had realised that there was only one way this could have happened - they adapted to 

their environment over time. He called this his Theory of Evolution by Natural Selection - that 

over time animals adapt to their environment and the strongest characteristics are then passed 

onto the next generation and the next and the next! This works for us too - humans and apes! 

We both evolved from the same ancestor. And over millions of years, we’ve grown to become 

more and more different.” - Sam, The Unexpected Adventures of Darwin the Chimp



Fun Facts About Evolution 

• It took Charles Darwin, an English naturalist, 20 years to write and publish his original 
book On The Origin of Species that explained his Theory of Evolution by Natural 
Selection. 

• No two animals are the same, even if they belong to the same species. 

• There are over 340 breeds of dog, yet they all come from one kind of wild wolf that 
existed many years ago. 

• Humans share the same five-fingered bone structure in their hands with lots of other 
animals that have paws, wings or flippers, such as lemurs and bats. 

•  Many of the pets, farm animals and garden flowers we see today are the result of 
human choice. For example, farmers would have chosen to breed the chickens that lay 
the best eggs, and gardeners would have encouraged the most beautiful plants to grow. 

• The slightest difference in colour or design can help an animal or plant live, survive and 
reproduce better in the wild. This is known as natural selection. 

• Instinct is another important part of natural selection. For example, most birds know they 
must travel to warmer places to survive during winter. 

• If animals and plants did not compete to survive, the earth would be covered by the 
offspring of a single pair. 

• Little changes within one species can add up and create a whole new species. 

• But often these changes happen over thousands of years. So, it’s hard to see evolution 
happening with our own eyes. 

• Fossils are evidence of extinct species. However, perfect conditions are needed for fossils 
to form. 

• We are able to see from fossils that dinosaurs, woolly mammoths and dodos lived many 
years ago. But we’ll never really know all of the weird and wonderful species that 
previously existed! 

• Although they both live underwater, dolphins evolved from mammals whereas sharks 
evolved from fish ancestors. 

• Humans, animals, plants, insects and even bacteria, all descend from the first living things 
that ever came to be. 

• At one point in time, whales walked on land!  



For further reading, have a look at the first ever picture-book retelling of 
Charles Darwin's On The Origin of Species by Sabina Rediva. 

Also, take a look at BBC Bitesize’s page on What is evolution? - There are 
some fun videos and interactive activities to test your knowledge too: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvhhvcw/articles/z9qs4qt

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvhhvcw/articles/z9qs4qt


Endangered & Extinct 
Throughout time, there have been many animal species that have 
become endangered or even extinct. This means there are none living 
on the planet any more. Animals can become endangered or extinct for 
a number of reasons.  

Remember Charles Darwin and his theory of Natural Selection? That 
could be one of the reasons that a particular animal dies out. If it is not 
able to adapt to its changing surroundings, it will eventually cease to 
exist. There are definitely millions of variations of animals that this has 
happened to. Although sub-species have died out over time, there will 
be similar types of creatures that have continued to exist because they 
have adapted.  

Reasons for Endangered/Extinct Animals  
Possible the most famous example of an extinct animal 
is the Dodo bird. They only lived on the small island 
of Mauritius and were flightless (like Penguins), so 
they ate food from the ground like fallen nuts, seed 
and berries. When humans arrived at Mauritius, they 
didn’t run away because they had no predators on 
the island and so, had not adapted to be fearful of 
anything. Soon, humans had taken or killed all of the 
birds and by the late 1600s, they were all gone.  

Habitat changes: The most common cause of extinction 
is a sudden, serious change in a species’ habitat. A habitat 
is the surroundings in which an animal lives. Animals can 
rarely survive such sudden change. Their food supply may 
be wiped out. They may also lose shelter or other things 
that they need to survive.  Many things can change a species’ habitat. Floods, fires, droughts, 
volcanoes, and other natural events may be causes.  

Climate Change: Climate change is the process of the globe heating up and can seriously 
impact an animals’ habitat. This has been seriously affected in recent years with modern human 
existence. Scientists estimate that since the Industrial Revolution, human activity has caused the 
Earth to warm by approximately 1°C. While that might not sound like much, it means big things 
for people and wildlife around the world. The changing climate will actually make our weather 
more extreme and unpredictable.  

As temperatures rise, some areas will get wetter or hotter and lots of animals (and humans!) 
could find they’re not able to adapt to their changing climate. 



Deforestation: Another big reason for animals becoming endangered is deforestation. 
Animals are often killed so that forests can have loads of trees cut down. This could either be for 
materials (wood, paper), for farming (cattle grazing) or the make space for developing 
buildings.  

Hunting: Humans can often hunt animals solely for the enjoyment of it, but this is becoming a 
lot less common. As time has gone on, people have recognised that animals should be protected 
and not stuffed in someone’s house - especially rare ones. Trophy hunters are still a big problem, 
especially as they often offer to pay a lot of money which sometimes people from poor 
communities cannot afford to turn down. 

Questions 

• What are the main reasons that animals become endangered/extinct? 
• What do you think we can do to help them? 

Project Idea 

• Pick an endangered animal and research a charity that helps them. Create a 
presentation that educates people by telling them the dangers to these animals and how 
people can help. Hold a fundraiser in order to raise some money to help this charity. 

Fact Sheets from Young People’s Trust for the Environment: 
(There are more factsheets covering similar topics) 
https://ypte.org.uk/factsheets/endangered-animals-of-the-world/introduction?
gclid=CjwKCAiA1rPyBRAREiwA1UIy8DePZJkUD_tQc-
wp9ZwOOpOw29JGQZmem7_LdVmmQBsNDjNICjZKHhoCduMQAvD_BwE 

Climate Change: How to help the planet factsheet 
https://www.climaterealityproject.org/sites/default/files/APR%2018%20NGK-
Climate%20Change%20tips_0.pdf 
Info: https://www.climaterealityproject.org/blog/just-kids-what-climate-change-
and-what-can-i-do

https://ypte.org.uk/factsheets/endangered-animals-of-the-world/introduction?gclid=CjwKCAiA1rPyBRAREiwA1UIy8DePZJkUD_tQc-wp9ZwOOpOw29JGQZmem7_LdVmmQBsNDjNICjZKHhoCduMQAvD_BwE
https://ypte.org.uk/factsheets/endangered-animals-of-the-world/introduction?gclid=CjwKCAiA1rPyBRAREiwA1UIy8DePZJkUD_tQc-wp9ZwOOpOw29JGQZmem7_LdVmmQBsNDjNICjZKHhoCduMQAvD_BwE
https://ypte.org.uk/factsheets/endangered-animals-of-the-world/introduction?gclid=CjwKCAiA1rPyBRAREiwA1UIy8DePZJkUD_tQc-wp9ZwOOpOw29JGQZmem7_LdVmmQBsNDjNICjZKHhoCduMQAvD_BwE
https://www.climaterealityproject.org/sites/default/files/APR%2018%20NGK-Climate%20Change%20tips_0.pdf
https://www.climaterealityproject.org/sites/default/files/APR%2018%20NGK-Climate%20Change%20tips_0.pdf
https://www.climaterealityproject.org/blog/just-kids-what-climate-change-and-what-can-i-do
https://www.climaterealityproject.org/blog/just-kids-what-climate-change-and-what-can-i-do
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Animals for Entertainment
Most people visit circuses, zoos and watch films that feature animals because they love 
animals, however have no idea how unnatural it is for animals to be captured, caged and 
forced to entertain humans.  

Here are a few facts about what life is like for animals living in the entertainment industry: 

The Circus 
• During the last two centuries and until recently, the modern circus used many kinds of 

animals. There were wild animals such as lions, tigers or bears and also possibly 
camels, horses, elephants, sea lions and domestic animals such as dogs.  

• Animals used in circuses spend most of their lives chained inside boxcars and never 
get to live freely.  

• Most animals are forced to eat, drink 
and sleep in the same cramped cages. 

• To force animals to perform, circus 
trainers abuse them with whips, tight 
collars, muzzles, electric prods, 
bullhooks (heavy batons with a sharp 
steel hook on one end) and other 
painful tools of the circus trade.  

• Access to food, water and veterinary 
care is often inadequate. 

• Most elephants used by circuses are 
captured in the wild and removed from 
their families and natural habitat. 

• Baby elephants born in breeding farms 
are torn from their mothers, tied with ropes and kept in isolation until they learn to 
fear their trainers. 

• Elephants often suffer crippling injuries from constant chaining and performing 
physically difficult tricks. 

• The circus deprives animals of their basic needs to exercise, roam, socialise, forage 
and play.  

• A growing number of cities are restricting or banning the use of animals in 
entertainment.  

https://kids.kiddle.co/Tiger
https://kids.kiddle.co/Bear
https://kids.kiddle.co/Camel
https://kids.kiddle.co/Horse
https://kids.kiddle.co/Elephant
https://kids.kiddle.co/Sea_lions
https://kids.kiddle.co/Dog
https://www.peta.org/issues/animals-in-entertainment/bullhooks/


Zoos 
• Zoos subject animals to the stress of transport, alien environments, irregular feeding 

and watering, mishandling and crowds of strangers.  

• Even at the best of zoos, captivity cannot begin to replicate wild animals’ habitats.  

• Animals are often prevented from doing most of the things that are natural and 
important to them like running, roaming, flying, climbing, foraging, choosing a 
partner and being with others of their own kind.  

• Enclosures in UK zoos and safari parks are on average 100 times smaller than the 
minimum home range for animals in their natural habitats. 

• Often animals aren't allowed to stay with their families, as young animals are 
commonly transferred to other zoos. 

• The daily stress and lack of stimulation often leads to abnormal and self-destructive 
behaviour – for example pacing, walking in tight circles, rocking, swaying, or self-
mutilation – a condition known as “zoochosis”.  

• Zookeepers sometimes give the animals antidepressants, tranquilisers, or 
antipsychotic drugs to try to conceal their distress. 

• Zoos are still abducting animals from their natural environments in order to display 
them. 

• As a result of inadequate space, food, water and veterinary care, animals in zoos 
often suffer from debilitating health problems and most die prematurely.  



TV and Film 

• Wild animals used for film and television productions are born in captivity and typically 
taken away from their mothers at birth so that they become dependent on humans for 
survival.  

• They are forced to spend most of their lives in small, filthy cages, deprived of everything 
that’s natural and important to them. 

• Wild animal performers are sometimes subjected to abusive training methods like 
beatings, electric prods, psychological torment and food deprivation so that they’ll 
perform on cue.  

• When they reach adulthood and are no longer easily dominated, many animals are 
discarded at roadside zoos or other substandard facilities. 

• The bright lights and loud noises of a TV and/or film set can terrify and traumatise 
animals who, in nature, would never be exposed to these inhumane conditions. 

Other examples of animals being used for entertainment: 

Horse-Drawn Carriages 
Bullfighting 
Dogfighting 
Greyhound Racing 
Horse Racing 
Rodeo 
Marine Parks 

https://www.peta2.com/achievements/animal-actors/
https://www.peta2.com/lifestyle/travel-destinations-roadside-zoos/


Changing Attitudes 

In recent years, people have changed their attitudes towards using animals 
for entertainment. Many think that it is unkind to make wild animals perform 
tricks that are unnatural to them and to be taken so young from their home 
and families. In the last few years, many laws have been passed to help 
protect animals in the entertainment industry. However whether it is illegal 
or not, there are still a great number of animals being mistreated and even 
today, is still a topic that is widely protested by many. 

For further reading, take a look at PETA Kids’ page on Animals 
Used for Entertainment: 
https://www.petakids.com/animal-facts/animals-used-
entertainment/  

You could also watch this clip from Dumbo: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=jIVsCMBMS2I 

This video is the by the Born Free foundation about Lions that 
are bred solely for the purpose of tourism and trophy hunting: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oV8aV3ZY7SM  

https://www.petakids.com/animal-facts/animals-used-entertainment/
https://www.petakids.com/animal-facts/animals-used-entertainment/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jIVsCMBMS2I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jIVsCMBMS2I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oV8aV3ZY7SM


S"king Refuge 
Although in the story, Darwin isn’t fleeing his original location specifically because of the country 
being a danger to him, we think that this is an important topic that ties into the themes of the piece.  

Refugee: (noun) a person who has been forced to leave their country in order to escape war, 
persecution, or natural disaster 
Asylum Seeker: (noun) a person who has left their home country as a political refugee and is 
seeking asylum (safety) in another 

 “Refugees and asylum seekers are not the same” 
“A refugee is a person who is fleeing armed conflict or persecution in their homeland or country of 
residence. In order for someone to be considered to be a refugee due to persecution, they must have 
been persecuted because of their religion, race, nationality, social group or political opinion. 
An asylum seeker is someone who has applied for refugee status, but their case hasn’t been 
evaluated. 
In simple terms, every refugee will have initially been an asylum seeker – but not every asylum 
seeker will be recognised as a refugee.” - The Children’s Society  

Refugees in History 
Throughout history, there have been many instances of people fleeing their homes to seek 
somewhere safer to live. This could be due to many different reasons. Here is an example from the 
past: 

• During the Second World War (1939-1945), between 11-20 million people were displaced 
from their original homes. In Germany and Nazi occupied areas, people had to flee because 
they were targeted for many reasons. If someone was seen as inferior to the Nazis, due to 
their skin colour, religion or if they were disabled, they were at risk of being seriously hurt, 
taken to a concentration camp or even killed. This meant that even before bombs were 
dropped or guns fired, people knew their lives were in danger if they stayed in the same 
place. They fled to numerous countries all over the world, some to nearby places like 
Switzerland or Spain, but some went to far away places like China, just to seek safety.  



Modern refugees 
In 2020, there are estimated to be around 25.4 million people in the world who are 
classified as refugees. There are also 40 million people who are internally displaced – 
which means they’re fleeing war or persecution, but haven’t been able to cross the 
border out of their country. 

You might have seen on the news or heard about the current Syrian refugees. This is a 
direct result of war, political and religious persecution. Millions of people have lost their 
homes and family from this conflict. Imagine losing your home and everything you own 
over the course of a few days and then you’re left with nowhere to go. It would be a 
really scary and dangerous thing to go through, but at least they would be away from 
the initial dangers. Eventually, some people manage to gain access to other, safer 
countries and set up a life there instead. This would then become their home. 
Unfortunately, this is not the case for all refugees as some are unable to travel to other 
countries and are sometimes trapped in camps or detention centres (which are a bit like 
prisons).  

Save the Children’s ‘Most Shocking Second a Day Video’ showing the 
impact of war and seeking refuge on children : 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RBQ-IoHfimQ 

Questions 

• What are some reasons why someone might decide to leave their own 
country? 

• What might be some of the dangers on the journey? 
• Why do you think this topic is linked to Darwin the Chimp’s story? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RBQ-IoHfimQ


Why is ‘The Unexpected Adventures of 
Darwin t he Chimp’ relevant  today?

After reading this pack, you should now have a good understanding of the themes 
and context of the story. However, a lot of these issues and topics are still relevant 
today.  

Exercise 1 - Themes 
 In small groups, discuss and draw out a mind map for THEMES. Off each theme 
bubble, write thoughts or questions about this area.  

Example: 
Themes - Home  
• What is home?  

• Is it just where you were born or is it more than that? 

• Can someone have more than one home? 

Exercise 2  - Identity  
On your own, use a big piece of paper to write down words that describe you/your 
life. It can be anything about how you look, where you live, what you like to do. You 
can draw pictures to accompany these words. After 30 minutes or so, you will all 
stand up and walk around the room, looking at each other’s work. Take the time to 
see what other people have written and note if they have picked anything that is the 
same as you. When this is done, reflect as a group on what the common links 
between all of us are and if there was anything that stood out to you.  

Exercise 3 - Relevance today (for older students): Using newspapers, 
magazines or online articles, find stories relevant to the topics in ‘The Unexpected 
Adventures of Darwin the Chimp’. You could divide the class into smaller groups and 
ask them to focus on subjects such as ‘identity’ or ‘animals’. They should then identify 
any words they are unfamiliar with and look them up. They can then present to the 
rest of the class about why they think these news stories are linked to the story and 
why it is important to learn/talk about these topics. 



Classroom Tasks for Drama

• Discuss with students what life was like in Victorian London. In groups of 4 
or 5, get them to create 5 frozen images that encapsulate day to day life. 
Once they have created this, allow them to find a way of travelling 
between each still image so the piece flows.  

• In 1859 Charles Darwin published his book On The Origin of Species that 
included his Theory of Evolution by Natural Selection (some more 
information can be found in this Education Pack!) Using Shadow Puppetry, 
encourage the students to work in groups of 4 or 5 to physically tell the 
story of how Charles Darwin discovered his Theory of Evolution by Natural 
Selection, as well as explaining to audiences what this means. All you will 
need is a dark room, a white sheet, a light and some imagination! You 
could create cardboard stencils for particular images, find objects in the 
room, or even use your bodies!  

• Discuss with students what they think of when they hear the word ‘home’ 
and what it personally means to them - create a mind map of ideas offered. 
Split the group into pairs and label each person in the pair A and B. A will 
go first and, taking the hand of their partner, using their imagination will 
walk them around their home, describing everything they see. Encourage 
the students to be really specific about what their environment is like, e.g. 
what can you smell? What is the floor like in each room? Is it warm? Etc. 
Once A is finished, it is B’s turn to lead their partner around their home.  

• Colombian Hypnosis: Get the students into pairs and label themselves A & 
B. First, A will put their hand in front of B’s face. They will then move their 
hand around slowly, allowing B to follow their palm around the room. They 
can lead them on different levels or tempos. This exercise is good for 
demonstrating control and status. You can then add context on top of this 
exercise, for example, if the leader acts as if they are Monsieur Pierre and 
the follower is Darwin, how does this affect the relationship? Can we see a 
power dynamic without any speech or emotion at all? 



Glossary 
• Adaptation - How living things are specialised to suit their environment. 

• Evolution - The process by which living things can gradually change over time. 

• Species - A group of living things with very similar characteristics. They can breed 
together to make more living things of the same type. 

• Captivity - The condition of being imprisoned or confined. 

• Naturalist - An expert in or student of natural history. 

• Extinction - When a species/animal has died out. 

• Empire - An extensive group of states or countries ruled over by a single monarch, or a 
sovereign state. 

• Colonisation - When a country or a nation takes control of other lands, regions, or 
territories outside of its borders (boundaries of the country) by turning those other lands, 
regions or territories into a colony. 

• Habitat - the natural home or environment of an animal, plant, or other organism. 

• Climate Change - a change in global or regional climate patterns, in particular a 
change apparent from the mid to late 20th century onwards and attributed largely to the 
increased levels of atmospheric carbon dioxide produced by the use of fossil fuels. 

• Exploitation - the action or fact of treating someone unfairly in order to benefit from 
their work 

• Refugee: (noun) a person who has been forced to leave their country in order to 
escape war, persecution, or natural disaster 

• Asylum Seeker: (noun) a person who has left their home country as a political 
refugee and is seeking asylum (safety) in another 

• Asylum - the protection granted by a state to someone who has left their home country 
as a political refugee. 

• Persecution - hostility and ill-treatment, especially because of race or political or 

religious beliefs; oppression. 

https://kids.kiddle.co/Country
https://kids.kiddle.co/Colony
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